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I can only say what I have said before.
Chuck Ruff, whom I believe has a reputation
as a lawyer of impeccable integrity and who
is an expert in these kinds of processes, came
to me and said that the effect of the decision
would be not confined to the President, the
First Lady, the Chief of Staff at the White
House—any group of people, that the posi-
tion that the Special Counsel was arguing for
would, in effect, abolish the lawyer-client
privilege between a Federal Government
lawyer and a Federal employee at any level
under any circumstances.

Now, the law firms in America might be
ecstatic about that because it would certainly
make a lot more private business for lawyers.
But he came to me and said, ‘‘I cannot tell
you how emphatically I believe that this case
must be appealed.’’ He said, ‘‘I’m your law-
yer; I know you haven’t done anything wrong,
I know you’ve made all the evidence available
to them. This is a major constitutional ques-
tion, and Mr. President, you do not have the
right to go along with saying that every Fed-
eral employee in America should lose the at-
torney-client privilege under these cir-
cumstances if the Federal employee has a
lawyer in the Federal Government.’’ Now,
that’s what he said to me. I cannot enlighten
you any more. If you want to know any more
about it, you’ve got to ask him.

NOTE: The President’s 145th news conference
began at 1:33 p.m. at the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, following the signing of the Bridgetown
Declaration of Principles. The Caribbean leaders
were Prime Minister Owen Arthur of Barbados
and Prime Minister Percival James (P.J.) Patter-
son of Jamaica. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Counsel to the President Charles F. Ruff
and President Rene Preval of Haiti. Prime Min-
ister Patterson referred to former President Oscar
Arias of Costa Rica.

Statement on House Passage of the
Individuals With Disabilities
Education Act Amendments of 1997
May 13, 1997

I am pleased that the House today took
a major step toward ensuring high quality
educational opportunities for all students
with disabilities by voting to reauthorize the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). I am hopeful that the Senate will
do the same shortly.

Over the last 20 years, the IDEA has made
it possible for young people with disabilities
to reach their full potential. This legislation
strengthens and reaffirms our commitment
to these children and their parents, and I
look forward to signing it into law.

This legislation is the result of a bipartisan
process that involved hard work not only by
both Democrats and Republicans in the Con-
gress but also by the Department of Edu-
cation and representatives of the education
and disability communities. I hope that we
can continue in this bipartisan spirit and
move forward on the rest of our agenda to
improve education and prepare America for
the 21st century.

Message to the Congress on Iran
May 13, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on devel-

opments since the last Presidential report of
November 14, 1996, concerning the national
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12170 of Novem-
ber 14, 1979. This report is submitted pursu-
ant to section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c) (IEEPA). This report covers events
through March 31, 1997. My last report,
dated November 14, 1996, covered events
through September 16, 1996.

1. The Iranian Assets Control Regulations,
31 CFR Part 535 (IACR), were amended on
October 21, 1996 (61 Fed. Reg. 54936, Octo-
ber 23, 1996), to implement section 4 of the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment
Act of 1990, as amended by the Debt Collec-
tion Improvement Act of 1996, by adjusting
for inflation the amount of the civil monetary
penalties that may be assessed under the
Regulations. The amendment increases the
maximum civil monetary penalty provided in
the Regulations from $10,000 to $11,000 per
violation.

The amended Regulations also reflect an
amendment to 18 U.S.C. 1001 contained in
section 330016(1)(L) of Public Law 103–322,
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